Funeral and Memorial Services at
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Funeral Policy and Fees

At a person’s death, the church shares the grief of those who mourn and remembers the brevity of life on
earth. At the funeral we give voice to sorrow, thank God for our loved one, and entrust this companion of
ours into the hands of God. Trusting in God’s promise in baptism that we are claimed by Christ forever,
we rest in the sure hope of the resurrection. When the church gathers to mark the end of life, Christ
crucified and risen is the witness of worship, the strength of mutual consolation, and the hope of healing.
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Setting Date and Time

The date and time for a funeral must be approved by the First Lutheran office staff and pastor for both
pastor and building availability. If working with a funeral home, the date and time must be approved by
them as well. If there is not a First Lutheran pastor available for a particular date, other arrangements
for pastoral leadership may be made by the First Lutheran staff and the funeral home.

Visitation

Families may choose to have a visitation the evening prior to the funeral service and/or for 1-2 hours
before the funeral service begins. The visitation may take place in the gathering space or in the
sanctuary.

Pastor

The pastor’s role in the funeral service is to be present for pastoral care, work with the family in
planning the funeral service, and for worship leadership and a graveside burial service. The pastor of
First Lutheran Church will lead and preach all funeral and memorial services at First Lutheran,
exceptions for special circumstances may be granted with pastor or church council permission.



Building Use & Administrative Needs

At First Lutheran Church, we believe that we are called to be of service to anyone in need at the time of
the loss of a loved one, therefore, we do not charge families for building use and custodial services.
First Lutheran Church provides a bulletin with the order of service for the funeral. The obituary is
printed on the bulletin, as provided by the family or funeral home.

Musician (organist, pianist, soloist, guest musicians, etc.)

The First Lutheran Church music director and a song leader are available for most dates for the organ or
piano. If the First Lutheran music director is not available, the church will make arrangements for
another musician to play piano for the funeral service. Names of additional musicians available upon
family’s request. First Lutheran uses a song leader to help lead the congregation in the hymns and songs
selected. Some song/hymn choices or music requests may require a soloist or sound board technician.
If the family requested recorded music, multiple musicians, or guest musicians, a sound board person
will be required at an additional cost to the family.

Music Selection

Songs and hymns must be approved by the pastor and musicians. Song and hymn choices need to be
selected and given to the pastor as soon as possible, but at least three workdays in advance of the
service. Music selections do not have to be “church” music but should be meaningful and worshipful.
Suggestions of appropriate congregational songs or vocal solos are available if desired. Songs and
hymns sung live with a song leader or soloist and pianist are preferred. Prerecorded music may be
played with pastor’s approval, in this case a First Lutheran sound board person will be required at an
additional cost to the family. Three hymns or songs are recommended for the funeral service, no more
than five. The musician will play a selection of music for a prelude and postlude, the music before the
service begins and after the service ends.

Scripture & Reading Selections

Scripture and readings must be approved by the pastor. Scripture and readings need to be selected and
given to the pastor as soon as possible, but at least three workdays in advance of the service. Scripture
and readings are meant to provide hope and comfort to those listening. When you select scripture, select
what will hold meaning for yourself and your loved ones present at the funeral. You may select between
one and four scripture readings. Most traditionally there is one Old Testament reading, one Psalm, one
New Testament (epistle, not a gospel) reading, and a Gospel reading. Poems or readings may be
included with the pastor’s approval.

Eulogies
Eulogies may be given by family and friends of the deceased as selected by the family who is planning

the funeral service. Eulogies are recommended to take no more than 5-10 minutes in combined length
of time. Pastor has the final discretion to limit time, content, or persons chosen for the eulogy.

Meal / Reception

A meal is a great way for people to reconnect and share stories together after a funeral service. First
Lutheran Church members can provide and serve a fellowship meal following the service, as requested.
Food is prepared based on the approximate number of people expected as given by the family. First
Lutheran Church prepares a meal of ham sandwiches, egg salad sandwiches, coleslaw, pickles, chips,
desserts, lemonade, water and coffee. The suggested donation assists in providing supplies for the




preparation of meals. Family may choose to contract with a caterer as well. If family provides the food
or uses a caterer, kitchen volunteers are still required.

Pall
As a sign of being clothed with Christ in baptism, a pall (a white woven cloth with a cross on it) is
placed on the coffin or under the urn during the service.

Military Honors

Military Honors are for those who served the US Armed Forces. Military Honors typically take place at
the graveside. If there will be no burial, military honors can be done outside of the church in the
courtyard or front sidewalk following the funeral service.

Funeral Home

The Funeral Home provides certain services at the time of the visitation, funeral service, burial, and
reception. The funeral home staff act as hosts, greeters, ushers, and behind-the-scenes help to
coordination the set-up, smooth running, and clean-up of the visitation, service and burial. The funeral
home also provides the printed picture pamphlets, guest book, and time planning with the family. The
funeral home staff and the church staff work together to provide care of the primary bereaved, take care
of the details, and relieve the planning and hosting burden from the family.

Choosing Not to Use a Funeral Home

If a family chooses not to retain the services of a funeral home and funeral director, extra fees will be
charged by the church because of the extra work placed upon the pastor and church staff as a result.
Financial assistance available upon request and based on need.

Without a funeral home or funeral director involved, family is responsible for the following, as the
family wishes:
e Announcements and obituary to radio, newspaper, social media, etc.
A guestbook
A card basket
Urn and urn care, safe keeping, and transportation
Arranging military honors
Picture cards or memorial folders for distribution
Arrangements with a florist
Death certificates and related paperwork
Live streaming or video recording the service
Set-up and clean-up of flowers/plants, picture boards, easels, other decorations, and videos for
visitation and funeral service. First Lutheran has a limited number of large easels and plant
stands for use in the building.
Arrangements with the cemetery for burial
Coordination of funeral procession from the church to the cemetery for burial
Thank you cards
Honorarium checks or cash envelopes



Honorarium Fees

An honorarium is a small fee paid as a gesture of gratitude and thanks for the services provided. An
honorarium is expected from anyone who has the means to do so, exceptions are made for those of
limited financial resources where an honorarium is a financial burden. In this case, please consider an
honorarium of what you can afford, and First Lutheran Church’s memorial fund will provide the rest of
the honorarium fee on behalf of the family. Honorariums should be paid in cash or check made out
directly to the person receiving the honorarium. The funeral home may write the checks out on behalf of
the family, please coordinate with your funeral director.

With a funeral home

$200 Pastor ($300 on a Saturday)
$150 pianist/musician ($250 on a Saturday)

o Extra $100 if working with guest musicians or guest soloists
$100 per soloist ($150 on a Saturday)
Guest Musicians at family’s request: please consult musician for their rates and fees
$100 if sound board or media person is needed (if requesting recorded music be played, or more
musicians than just a soloist and pianist) ($150 on a Saturday)
Free-will offering for meal afterwards as a donation. Money donated towards the meal that goes
beyond the cost of your meal will be used towards a meal for a family who cannot afford to
donate the full cost of their funeral meal. Estimated $1-2 per person expected to eat. Make a
check out to First Lutheran Church with “funeral luncheon” in the memo line.

Without a funeral home

$350 Pastor ($450 on a Saturday)
$100 Funeral Host ($150 on a Saturday)
Extra $100 Saturday service surcharge
$250 pianist/musician ($350 on a Saturday)

o Extra $100 if working with guest musicians or guest soloists
$100 per soloist ($150 on a Saturday)
Guest Musicians at family’s request: please consult musician for their rates and charges
$100 if sound board or media person is needed (if requesting recorded music be played, or more
musicians than just a soloist and pianist) ($150 on a Saturday)
Free-will offering for meal afterwards as a donation. Money donated towards the meal that goes
beyond the cost of your meal will be used towards a meal for a family who cannot afford to
donate the full cost of their funeral meal. Estimated $1-2 per person expected to eat. Make a
check out to First Lutheran Church with “funeral luncheon” in the memo line.



Funeral Scripture Readings Ideas

Old Testament Readings

Job 19:23-27a: | know that my Redeemer lives
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8: For everything there is a
season

Isaiah 25:6-9: God will swallow up death
forever

Isaiah 40:1, 6-11: God will gather the lambs
Isaiah 40:1-11, 28-31: Comfort my people, says
your God

Isaiah 43:1-3a, 5-7: | have called you by name
Isaiah 43:1-3a, 18-19: | am about to do a new
thing

Isaiah 55:1-3, 6-13: Everyone who thirsts, come
to the waters

Isaiah 61:1-3: The spirit of the Lord GOD is
upon me

Isaiah 65:17-20, 23-25: A new heaven and a
new earth

Isaiah 66:10-14: As a mother comforts her child
Jeremiah 31:8-13: I will turn their mourning
into joy

Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33: The steadfast love
of the LORD

Psalms

Psalm 23: The LORD is my shepherd

Psalm 42:1-5: As a deer longs for flowing
streams

Psalm 46:1-7: God is our refuge and strength
Psalm 121: I lift up my eyes to the hills

Psalm 139:7-12: The gracious omnipresence of
the LORD

Psalm 142:1-6: | cry to the LORD with my voice
Psalm 143: LORD, hear my prayer

New Testament Readings

Romans 5:1-11: Peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39: Who will separate us
from the love of Christ?

1 Corinthians 15:12-26: Christ, the first fruits,
has been raised

2 Corinthians 4:6-12, 16-18: Treasure in clay
jars

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14, 18: Teaching about
those who have died

Hebrews 12:1-2: Surrounded by a cloud of
witnesses

1 Peter 1:3-9: A living hope through Jesus'
resurrection

1 John 3:1-2: See what love the Father has
given us

Revelation 7:9-17: God will wipe away every
tear

Revelation 21:2-7: | saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem

Revelation 22:1-5: The Lord God will be their
light

Gospel Readings

Matthew 5:1-10: Blessed are those who mourn
Matthew 11:25-30: | will give you rest
Matthew 18:1-5, 10-14: A child is the greatest
in the kingdom

Mark 10:13-16: Let the little children come
Mark 16:1-7: The resurrection of Christ

Luke 24:1-9: The resurrection of Christ

John 1:1-5, 9-14: The light shines in the
darkness

John 6:37-40: I will raise them up on the last
day

John 10:11-16: I am the good shepherd

John 11:21-27: 1 am the resurrection and the life
John 14:1-6: | prepare a place for you

John 14:25-27: Peace | leave with you



ELW Hymn Ideas

Song Title Hymn Number
Abide with Me 629
A Mighty Fortress is our God 503
Amazing Grace 779
Beautiful Savior 838
Children of the Heavenly Father 781
For All the Saints 422
Holy God, Holy and Glorious 637
How Small Our Span of Life 636
Give Me Jesus 770
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 618
How Great Thou Art 856
I Know that My Redeemer Lives 619
Lift High the Cross 660
Lord of all Hopefulness 765
My Faith Looks Up to Thee 759
On Eagle’s Wings 787
Precious Lord, Take My Hand 773
Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling 608
The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done 366

Thy Holy Wings 613



FUNERAL SERVICE LITURGY
It is typical to have prelude music and hymns playing as people begin to arrive for the service.
PRELUDE AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE SANCTUARY
The ministers meet the coffin and the bereaved at the entrance to the sanctuary.
GATHERING
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim
Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister/brother name, to give thanks for
her/his life, to commend her/him to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
A thanksgiving for baptism may follow. As a sign of being clothed with Christ in baptism, a pall
may be placed on the coffin by family members, pallbearers, or other assisting ministers.
OPENING MUSIC (the family will be encouraged to select a hymn)
The congregation sings the hymn as the casket and family process in
GREETING
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister prays the prayer of the day. Let us pray. . . Amen.
OBITUARY & EULOGY
A public reading of the obituary or other personal story about the individual’s life. This can be read
by a family member or by pastor
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Scripture readings are proclaimed. The family should select no more than four scripture readings. It
is also very appropriate to have family members read the texts. In the face of death, scripture
readings and preaching witness to the resurrection and bring God’s word of hope and comfort. We
proclaim that word also as we sing and profess the Christian faith. Prayers for those who mourn and
in thanksgiving for those who have died are followed by the prayer Jesus taught.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
The sermon is an opportunity for everyone to reflect on the individual’s life, on God’s presence with
the individual, and God’s promises of hope and resurrection to new life.
MUSIC
This can be a congregational hymn, a soloist or other special music
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition the assembly responds: God of mercy, hear our
prayer. The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
SENDING COMMENDATION
Into the arms of mercy God receives our loved one, and we go out in the peace of Christ. The
presiding minister leads the commendation.
RECESSIONAL MUSIC
This can be a congregational hymn, a soloist or other special music. At this point the family
processes out of the sanctuary to place the casket or urn in the hearse.
COMMITTAL (AT THE GRAVESIDE)
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